Studies on Tyzzer's disease: acquired immunity against infection and activation of infection by immunosuppressive treatment.
The correlation between serum antibody titre and resistance to challenge infection with Bacillus piliformis was studied in naturally infected mice, in experimentally infected but recovered mice, and in mice treated with antigen prepared from infected livers. Irrespective of the way in which the antibodies were acquired resistance to infection was found to be related to the immunofluorescence antibody titre found. Experimentally infected but recovered mice, as well as rats with persistent antibodies to Bacillus piliformis, were given prednisolone in order to activate a possible persistent infection. Bacillus piliformis was detected in the rats, but not in the mice.